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Instead he consented to an act of war on Turkey, and this
the Powers could not possibly tolerate. Again, if they
allowed Crete to sever herself from Turkey, other Chris-
tian states of the Ottoman Empire, notably Macedonia,
would rely on their benevolence and dismember it them-
selves, producing a situation which the Powers had always
feared to face. The most that they could do was to get
the Sultan to grant autonomy to Crete under Turkish
suzerainty, and to couple with this the order to Greece
that her troops should instantly evacuate the island.
Greece refused, and for the moment the six Powers, as
the Emperor remarked, became les six impuissances. Not
content with this most imprudent persistence, Greece
encouraged her countrymen in Macedonia to revolt, and on
April 17, 1897, Turkey declared war on her. There was
no serious fighting, for the Greek armies melted away
before the Turks, and in three weeks the whole of
Thessaly from Mount Olympus to the port of Volo was
in their hands and the way was open to them to re-
conquer the entire kingdom.

This again was impermissible, but as yet the Powers
could not arrive at any joint intervention. At one time
it seemed possible that Russia, France and England would
come together, but Russia backed out, and without her
France refused to act with England, while England alone
was perfectly powerless to influence the Sultan, who .
regarded her as his bitterest enemy. Russia's with-
drawal had been due to German pressure, and now the
Emperor, backed up by the Tsar on one side and Austria
on the other, commanded the situation.l ' We Emperors,'
as he had once told his grandmother, were keeping firm
together, he was in control, and was quite determined
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